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Russian Artist Ilya Kabakov Brings 
MOCA and CMA Together 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 3, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), in an unprecedented collaboration with the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Cleveland’s (MOCA) exhibition The Teacher and The Student: Charles Rosenthal and 
Ilya Kabakov (Sept. 10, 2004, to Jan. 2, 2005), will install the monumental contemporary painting The Three Riders (193 1— 
32), 1997-1998, on view Sept. 9, 2004, to Jan. 2, 2005 in the French Neoclassical Gallery 229. 

Admission to the Museum and this installation is free. 

Known as a leading figure of the 1980s Russian art movement Moscow Conceptualism, Kabakov (Russian, b. 1933) 
is considered among the most important artists of his generation. His “total installations” depict the survival and strength of 
the human spirit. The Teacher and The Student: Charles Rosenthal and Ilya Kabakov exhibition includes Kabakov and 
the character of Charles Rosenthal as fictional surrogates for the artist himself. Rosenthal is described as a late 19"-century 
representational painter who, upon seeing the work of Kasimir Malevich, seeks to integrate abstraction with Soviet Realism. 
Rosenthal is tragically killed in 1933, but his works are rediscovered in 1999 and exhibited in Japan at the Contemporary Art 
Center. In this story, the fictional Ilya Kabokov sees the exhibition and spends the next two years feverishly creating a body 
of work that completes Rosenthal’s ideas. 

The CMA installation of The Three Riders (1931—32), 1997-1998, a large-scale painting and interactive element 
created by Kabokov and Rosenthal, has forty-two texts on an interactive panel located in front of the painting which tell the 
story sequentially with buttons that when pushed illuminate sections of the painting. The painting relates to Charles 
Rosenthal’s vision or dream surrounding the travels of Marco Polo. In Rosenthal’s fictional diary, he wrote that this work 
arose from his desire to create a great history painting like those of 19"-century artist Théodore Géricault Géricault’s Raft of 
the Medusa (1819), which hangs in the Musée du Louvre, measuring over 16 by 23 feet, was considered the most 
controversial history painting of the 19" century. It illustrates the shipwreck of The Medusa, a drama that forced the 
survivors to cannibalism and necrophilia. It was an illustration of an historical fact as well as a protest against the French 
monarchy and its lack of ability to navigate the country. 

History paintings relate to the hierarchy of paintings and sculpture derived by European Academies from the 17" 
century until Impressionism. They were very large paintings with subjects taken from Greek, Roman or Christian 
mythology, as well as literature or contemporary history. History paintings were considered the most important works of art, 


were highly considered above portraits, still lifes and landscapes of this time and were thought to provide moral elevation to 
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the viewer. For three centuries, history paintings were favored by the public, critics and the Academy above all other 
subjects because they were the most imaginative. 

During the French Revolution, history painting became a political weapon with artists such as Jacques Louis David 
(1748-1825), Louis Antoine Gros (1771—1835) and Charles Meynier (1768—1832), whose works can be found surrounding 
The Three Riders (193 1—32), 1997-1998, in the French Neoclassical Gallery 229. After the fall of the Napoleonic Empire in 
1815, the French artist Théodore Géricault (1791—1824) and later Romantic painters such as Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863) 
would use history painting as a protest and a controversial expression of their anti-royalist beliefs. 

Though a contemporary work, this painting blends well with CMA’s collection. These works connect with the 
revival of the genre of history painting implemented by Kabakov. 

The meaning of this concept was lost for part of the 20" century. Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) used the genre again in 
the famous painting Guernica (1937) as a statement against General Franco’s massacres during the Civil Spanish War 
(1936-1870). With Kabakov, the nature of history painting takes a new look at this genre. Kabakov uses this history painting 


to investigate the moral and political climate of our time. 


Public 

Lecture Sat. Oct. 2, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. begin in CMA’s French Neoclassical Gallery 229 
10 a.m. Jeffrey D. Grove, CMA’s associate curator of contemporary art and MOCA’s exhibition curator Jill 
Snyder will discuss The Three Riders (1931—32), 1997-1998, with visitors. 


11 a.m. Leading Kabakov scholar and distinguished New York art critic Amei Wallach will give a lecture 
on Ilya Kabakov at MOCA, followed by a gourmet boxed lunch. Wallach and Snyder will then give a tour 
of The Teacher and the Student: Charles Rosenthal and Ilya Kabakov. 


Tickets are $15. For tickets, please contact MOCA at 216-421-8617. 


Free 

Gallery Talks Wed., Sept. 22, 6 p.m., and Sun., Dec. 12, 2 p.m., in CMA’s French Neoclassical Gallery 229 
CMA educator Frank Ispording will lead two gallery talks that will cover the history of history painting and 
will include a tour of CMA’s Western art galleries. Please meet at the Information Desk. 


For more information on The Teacher and the Student: Charles Rosenthal and Ilya Kabakov exhibition or 
about the installation of The Three Riders (1931-32), 1997-1998, please contact MOCA at 216-421-8617. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection 1s 
world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international forum for 
exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and 


events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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